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On March 11, 13,000 workers employed on nine sugar estates returned to work after a two-week
strike. (See Chronicle 03/10/92 for previous coverage of strike.) Unions and the Sugar Producers
Federation agreed to a 95.3% increase in the minimum salary, a 15% bonus on gross earnings if
production reaches 225,000 metric tons, and health insurance and a hospitalization plan for workers.
The agreement was mediated by Labor Minister Portia Simpson. In 1991, production totaled 233,000
MT, a record since 1980. The agreement called for an increase in the daily minimum wage from US
$1.39 to US$2.63, said Lambert Brown, an official of the University and Allied Workers Union. In
1993, the minimum will be increased to $3.42. The strike over wages and fringe benefits began at five
sugar factories on Feb. 27. The four other factories joined the strike last week. The unions initially
called for a 210% increase. The strike is estimated to have cost the sugar industry US$478,000 in lost
production. (Basic data from Associated Press, Chinese news service Xinhua, 03/11/92)
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